Abstract: There are many children in Nigeria who work under inhuman conditions hidden from public view and recognizing that ICT has the capacity to make children visible and countable, consequently making adults and government accountable for their welfare and protection. This paper analyse the patterns and implications of child labour and seek to find preventive strategies that could quash these deep seated social and humanitarian conundrums in Nigeria. It enlivens our consciousness that mobile technologies play important roles in children lives who are residents in the digital era and could proactively operate and share information on rights and privileges, and to the reality of receiving guidance and protection from secular authority against abuse and forced labour. The paper concludes that child labour is a crime against humanity and should be condemned by all.
Introduction
Child labour violates the principles as contained in two international treaties which Nigeria is signatory namely; the 1987 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 1991 Africa Union Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. While child labour is not recent phenomena, it is a festinating scourge afflicting countries and retarding development with millions of children deprived of their childhood, and are condemned to a life of poverty and want (UNCRC, 1989).
Undoubtedly, throughout ages and in all cultures children joined their parents to work in the fields, in the market place, and around the homes as soon as they were old enough to perform simple tasks. Such engagements when bears no risk to the child's safety and educational training, physical and mental growth, however count as economic activity. Of course, these are works that children do to help their families in ways that are neither harmful nor exploitative. The use of child labour was not regarded a social problem until the introduction of the factory system which (Farr and Kaufman, 2009 ) refers to as a large establishment employing many people who are involved in mass production of industrial and consumer goods.
Globally, it is estimated that 168 million children aged 5 to 17 are subjected in child labour and over 120 million among them falls below the age of 14, while above 30 million children in this age group mostly girls perform unpaid household chores within their own families and in its modern trend, including slavery like practices of bonded labour, child soldiering, sexual exploitation and drug trafficking (UNICEF, 2015) . To some of these children the main obstacles to education are not school availability, cost or quality, but rather poverty, economic insecurity, discrimination and cultural practices.
Similarly, there are many children in Nigeria who work under inhumane conditions hidden from the public view. The conditions of some of these children are compounded by the fact that they do not receive any kind of formal education. The "free education" available in many local and state governments across the country does not provide the desirable tools for future freedom from ignorance or even preparation for work after education. Lack of health care and missing out on education makes it impossible to break the cycle of poverty and exploitation and prevents them from having a better life and a safer future (Thisday, 2015) . Thus, child labour remains a major concern in Nigeria as evident with the sight of street hawkers, beggars, car cleaners, apprentice, betrothal and child marriage, and almajiri in the northern part of the country.
Child labour is preventable, not inevitable and there is a bond agreement that information and communication technology is in the midst of wave of innovations characterized by the confluence of social, mobile and cloud technologies in a cosumerized knowledge society towards human resource development. Notably, internet and mobile technologies are increasingly becoming indices for children growth, who are dependent on these technologies to learn, engage, play, work and socialize anytime and anywhere.
Consequently, this paper analyse the trends and seek to find preventive strategies against child labour, and solutions that could quash these deep seated social and humanitarian conundrums. It considers ICT as a bedrock for the survival and development of Nigeria in a rapidly conglomeration of global space with benefits to poverty reduction, quality education, improved health, skilled human resources and child protective measures in a socially inclusive generation.
Context of Child Labour
Experts in the study of society have described child labour as the employment of children in any work that deprived children of their childhood, interferes with their ability to attend regular school, hence is mentally, physically, socially or morally dangerous and harmful. The Nigerian child has been forced into different forms of labour in different parts of the country resulting to erosion of principles that characterized the right of a child. The National Agency for Prohibition of traffic in Person and other Related Matters, in 2012 described Abakaliki area of Ebonyi State as a factory where children that labour at rice mills and quarries are produced in large quantity (Nigeriavillagesquare, 2012) . The danger of children in any quarrying supply chain are clear; from associated health hazards, very low life expectancy to dehumanization and exploitative employment. However, the often perceived that household poverty is the main proponents of child labour and out of school resurgence may have been exaggerated. It is rather that their exclusion is simply one more manifestation of a web of rights violation. Hence, the fear to fall deep into poverty and low family esteem may be even more important to whether a child stays in school or has to play a different role in the household risk mitigation strategy.
ICT and Child Labour in Nigeria
Of great concern is the Almajiri syndrome in the northern Nigeria, which seem to be encouraged by the political elite and industrialist who scout for cheap labour, and who has found mass political and social followership among uninformed youth in an acculturated religiously tensed environment. Promising as it may, the Free Feeding Programme at primary schools by the Kaduna State government in January 2016, increased pupils attendance enrollment into basic education by 64% across the state. Reports indicates that Secondary school enrolment which stood at 243,000 in the 2014/2015 academic session increased to over 446,000. In the primary schools, the enrollment which was 1.1 million in 2014/2015 academic session, now stands at about 1.8 million (Leadership, 2016 ). An indication that poverty and hunger remains a major factor to low access to education by children who find solace in social labour to fend for themselves even after the one meal gesture. Typically, cultural norms and expectations in many places explains more of labour and schooling choice. The reasons hinge on the premise that in a milieu of cultural norms and expectations, the interactions may become obstacles to social inclusion and education of vulnerable children.
In Nigeria, the use of Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter, Short Message Services and other social-technological media is exceedingly popular among children. Amah et al (2015) posited that Nigeria is now one of the fastest growing smartphone destination globally, having the highest number of mobile subscriptions in sub-Sahara Africa. Mobile technologies play important roles in children who are residents in the digital era and could proactively operate and share information on rights and privileges, and to the reality of receiving guidance and protection from secular authority against abuse and forced labour.
Causes of Child Labour
Ojo (2004) reported that a number of factors are responsible for child labour. These factors include; poverty, large family seize, family tradition, socialization process, poor scholastic achievement, home conditions, rural-urban migration and high demand among employers for cheap and submissive child labour especially in the informal sectors. Gerry and Eze towards basic household income. need for extra extra money, derivation of satisfaction from work, compelled to work by adults to pay bills, death of parents, collapse of family or rejections by family. Other reasons are; sick or bed-ridden parents, psychologically-imbalanced parents or guidance, breakdown in extended family affiliations, high school dropout rates and ack of enforcement of legal instruments meant to protect children, and so on.
Traditionally, children have worked with families, but today children are forced to work for their own and their family's survival. The money earned by child family members has become a significant part of poor families' income. These children who work suffer from fatigue, irregular attendance at school, lack of comprehension and motivation, improper socialization, exposure to risk of sexual abuse, high likelihood of being involved in crime (UNICEF, 2007).
Forms of Child Labour
In its most extreme forms, child labour involves children being enslaved, separated from their families, exposed to serious hazards and illnesses or left to fend for themselves on the streets of large cities, often at a very early age. Whether or not particular forms of "work" can be called "child labour" depends on the child's age, the type and hours of work performed, the conditions under which it is performed and the objectives pursued by individual countries. It is a practice common among the elite. 4. Apprentice child labour:-The apprentice is a child learning a trade under a caretaker, away from the parents. He may not be paid until he has fully learned the trade for about three years or more. 5. Alien child labour: These includes destitute, refugees and middle men from neighboring countries to another country to work as domestic labour.
Commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC):
According to Platt (2002) , every day, boys and girls and transgender youths are being sexually exploited world wide, not only by foreigners, but also by locals, not only by men, but also by women. Sexual exploitation is one of the most serious forms of gender-based violence and child labour, affecting children worldwide. The three common forms of sexual exploitation are; Prostitution, pornography and trafficking for sexual purposes.
Patterns of Child Labour in Nigeria
In Sub Saharan Africa, complex patterns of migration, fueled by lack of economic opportunity, conflicts and climate related disorder force millions of migrants to travel from rural areas to cities as refugees, stateless and as economic migrants. 
Circumstances that Give Rise to Child Labour in Nigeria
Child labour remains a major source of concern in Nigerian in spite of legislative measures taken by the government of various levels. In 1998, the international labour organization (ILO) estimated that 24.6 percent of children between the age 10-14 in Nigeria were working. Earlier before that time in 1994, the United Nation Children Emergency Fund (UNICEF) reported that approximately 24 percent (12 million) of all children under the age of 15 worked (UNICEF, 1995). It is ridiculous sight in most big cities, as well as rural villages today, to see children of school age, trading food on the streets, herding animals, tanning and drying raw leather products fetching water for commercial purposes, washing dishes at restaurants, serving as domestic hands, selling wares at kiosks, collecting firewood for business, harvesting crops in family farms or commercial plantations, amongst other activities (Ajah, 1990) There are different types of children whose circumstances of both and environment they live tend to make them different from other children. According to Moronkola and (18) years. Early marriage is one of the harmful traditional practices in Nigeria today which has caused untold hardship on the health of the new born and the child's mother. Teen marriage may lead to school dropout, high level of illiteracy, socio-emotional problems and large family size. v. Abuse and neglected children: A child may be abused physically through excessive beatings, capital punishment like severing body parts as punishments against stealing or perceived witchcrafts. A child may also be sexually abused. Abandoned children, unwanted or neglected children usually suffers psychological deprivations in life. Children like adults have rights to be respected and protected and when such rights are derived them or they are not protected then they can be said to be abused and neglected. vi. Children of the insane, prostitutes and destitute:
Children of the insane and destitute are usually in precarious states as their parents (mostly mothers) are not in good mental states to care for them. They lack all the necessary essentials of life, good shelter, food, and clothing and are exposed to varying weather conditions. They are denied educations and do not have the opportunity to play and learn from other children as their mothers always guard them jealously. vii. Victims of civil and religious disturbances: The effects of violence and war resulting from civil and religious disturbances are usually felt more by the mothers and children. Many of them turn to sexual exploitations even in refugee camps. Each child is unique and the needs of children in difficult circumstances, needing special protections measures and so on can only be met in a conflict free working environment and environment free of child's exploitations. (Freudenberg, 2005) . Begging, peddling of wares and non-domestic or paid works exposed the child to the hazardous effects of the ultra violet rays of the sun. Prolong expose to sun light predispose one to cancers of the skin. The individuals most susceptible to these cancers are light skinned individuals and albinos (Attah, 2000) . The health implications of wage labour include: occupational hazards such as industrial accidents, chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases (COPD) such as asthma, chronic bronchitis, bronchiectasis and emphysema; pneumoconiosis and cancers of the airway (Husain and Kumar, 2005). All these are necrotizing and allergic conditions of the airway caused by particulate matter, smoke and toxic substances that are generated in factories the end result of COPD and pneumoconiosis is pulmonary hypertension and right heart failure. c. Physical implications of child labour: These include; low payments for child labour, physical molestation at work place, exposure to extreme heat or cold, lack of spare time to play with peer groups, exclusion from social activities, sexual and physical abuse, exploitation of children especially those children who share their income with their family (Hussain and Kumar, 2005) . d. Social implications of child labour: The social implicationsof child labour are manifold for the development of any nation especially Nigeria. According to Olagbegi (2004) , the subjection of children to slave-like labour, some of which are the worst form of labour, seriously impaired the youth and development of Nigerian children who are the bed rock of the society. of living and fundamental human rights, dignity and freedom. All these makes the child less important, depressed and rejected by the society. e. Other implications of child labour on child's mental health includes: these includes; retardations of the child's physiological development, emotional problems, malnutrition, unwanted pregnancy, addiction to bad habits (drinking alcohol, smoking cigarette e.t.c.), early exposure to sex predispose their to HIV/AIDs, maladjustment due to harsh treatment from labour masters, aggressive personalities due to unfair treatments, anxiety and lack of confidence in approaching problems especially when physical and psychologically abused, frustration, low self-esteem and health problems (Gerry and Eze, 2012).
Implications of Childs Labour

Sectorial Distribution of Child Labour
Child labour distribution by branch of economic activity as represented by International Labour organization is shown in fig 1. The chart conforms with Federal Ministry of Labour and Productivity report of the sectoral/industrial distribution of child labour in Nigeria which is summarized thus; 1. Agriculture:
The activities grouped includes production of manioc/cassava, cocoa, tobacco, Herding livestock, fishing and so on. 2. Industry: Mining and quarrying granite and gravel and breaking of granite into gravel, harvesting, artisanal gold mining and processing. 3. Services: they includes auto repairs, domestic services, street hawking, conducting minibuses, street begging including by Almajiri 4. Categorical worst forms of child labour: This includes commercial sexual exploitation, street hawking, mining and quarrying gavel and granite, and work in agriculture, including in cocoa, as a result of human trafficking; used in armed conflicts sometimes as a result of forced recruitment, including as messengers, transporters, informants, spies and suicide bombers.
Policy Measures towards Curbing Child Labour
 Awareness should be conducted through raising programme for children as well as employers, parents and decision makers regarding the harmful effects of child labour  Awareness of the risks of HIV/AIDs should be spread at all levels, which is vital weapon to discourage child prostitution.  The federal government should try as much as possible to reduce poverty in the country  Parents should treat their children in a proper manner and proper family planning be considered.  Social security services like registration of the employed and aged persons and monthly payments should be made to the affected citizens to help in meeting their basic needs.  Professional guidance and counsellers and other trained media professionals can help sanitize parents and guidance concerning child right and effect of child labour. This could be through schools, churches, community groups and media.  Training about child rights should be given to law enforcers; judges; police and so on to protect the victim and punish the perpetrators  Practicing school counselors should be made to work alongside the classroom teachers to help them identify at-risk and active child labourers whose conditions is affecting their academic performance.  Government should adopt legislature measures strictly prohibiting employing children under 18 years of age in child's prostitutions which is another worst form of child labour.  Government should inculcate the need of the child in the education policy in a way that the teaching of children's right will be injected.  Moreso counselling workshops be organized in schools and outside the school in other to help reach out to the victim's family.
ICTs Innovative Strategies Against Child Labour
Mobile and digital technologies are becoming increasingly important for international development and humanitarian agenda, and is one of the fastest growing sectors in Africa as reflected in the trends in mobile subscriptions in Africa between 2015 -2015. The proposal for relevant technologies and mobile applications for child protection as identified by Mirkka (2011) is a flexible and convenient means of transmitting information and money, contributing to poverty reduction and social protection, and bridging the movement of goods and services between the rural and urban space. The mobile fund transfer is simple to use and connects the banks and the unbanked people through better and immediate access to cash without a bank account. 6. Quality of Education: Simply giving children access to technology is not enough, there will be need for guidance to help them over time to maximize the benefits to improve learning outcome of children. ICT can play different roles in facilitating both formal and non-formal education, and promotes indigenous language through bespoke and easy to use selfeducational instructional media for children. ICT offers mobile collaborative learning tools among young learners and teachers, engaging on topics, solving problems using language that they understand.
According to Amah et al (2015) mobile collaborative learning offered the possibility to conduct democratic learning in a much instant texting, file sharing, voice and video interactions, and to prepare a future generation of learners, it is imperative to implement this pedagogical approach of learning in daily teaching practice. 7. Good Governance and Accountability: ICT has the capacity to make children visible and countable, consequently making adults and government accountable for their welfare. This is an important component in the process of strengthening the social contract between government and citizens. Creating technology based unique IDs during birth via mobiles in rural areas secures child's right and entitlements, and making information and advice more available and creating child helplines to respond appropriately when the need arises. However, accountability and good governance will depend on the quality of institution, policy and implementation systems to deliver better results for children (Dorothea, David and Sannia,2013 ).
Conclusion
Child labour is a crime against humanity and it should be condemned outrightly. No nation especially a developing nation like Nigeria can move forward and deliver the dividends of democracy when she fails to recognize the plight of children in our society who are the leaders of tomorrow by empowering and encouraging the citizens towards understanding, rehabilitating and assisting the victims of child labour and melting out appropriate punishment to defaulters of laws guiding and protecting the rights and dignity of the Nigerian child.
Deploying ICTs tools to secure information about children, developing applications to monitor and support recovery for children who have been exposed to violence, abuse and exploitation. In the rural areas, there is need for government to financially support network coverage and reduction in the tax burden, import tariff on operators. Raising awareness and incentivizing the corporate sector to introduce technological related measures to enhance child`s protection against all forms of forced labour.
Recommendations
 Free education should be made available to all children in the country and an enforcement of the universal basic rights to education by all children should be vigorously pursued.  Federal government and states should develop effective ICT policy mechanisms to curtail the menace of child labour.  Government should improve the quality of education to ensure that even children from poor homes have access to quality education.  Specific interventions in the area of social security will still be required to minimize child labour.  All forms of child labour expose children to exploitation and abuse. The children are force to surrender their innocence and, in many cases, their future. It is therefore important to save these children by intensifying efforts to control all forms of child labour in the country. If the youths of a country are truly the future of that country, then Nigeria's future needs a major rescue operation.  Training law enforcement officials, teachers, child protections agencies, providing counseling and complaints platform against child labour
